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WESTERN VISTAS BYWAY
New Kiosk and Interpretive Panels have been
installed at three locations along the byway system.
The first and original kiosk is located along Hwy 83
south of Oakley near the crossing of the Smokey Hill
River. A second 3-panel plaza is located near the
junction of Hwys 40 and 25, and it interprets the
east/west route of the Smoky Hill Trail, Butterfield’s
Overland Despatch and Victory Highway. The kiosk
located at the junction of Hwys 27/40 in Sharon
Springs gives overviews of both the Land and Sky and
Western Vistas Byway. These visitor assets were
made possible by a large grant to the Kansas Byway
system for this type of signage statewide. Local
Byway committee members who cooperated in this
project urge you to stop and see this new
information along the Kansas Byways.
LONG TIME FRIENDS OF WPAA
Yonkey family story
As the Western Plains Arts Association
approaches our 50th year, it's not surprising that
several generations of families have been enjoying
attending WPAA performances together throughout
the years. One family that has been traveling
northwest Kansas together is the Curry-Yonkey family
from St. Francis.
The late Aleene Curry was among the oldest
generation who recognized in the early 1970s the
value of buying season passes to support the new
arts association and to have enough passes for her
daughter, Ruth Anne Yonkey, son-in-law Merlyn, and
grandson, Eric, to keep her company on many of the
northwest Kansas road trips.
Presently, Ruth Anne enjoys playing piano at
home or for small group sing-a-longs. She was active
in school choirs, church choir and music club for
many years. Both Ruth Anne and Merlyn enjoy
visiting with other attendees and greeting the
musicians at the shows. They often help Eric and
Roxie with hosting the one or two Goodland
programs each year.
Eric recalls as a youth attending amazing
programs such as the Vienna Choir Boys, solo
harpists, harmony quartets and jazz groups. Eric and
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2018-19 PROGRAM SEASON CONTINUES
Doors will open approximately 30-40 minutes before each show starts.
All programs are scheduled and listed on central time.
( All programs are subject to unavoidable cancellations and change of
time and location.)

The second half of the 49th Western Plains Arts Association season opened with the legendary SONS OF THE PIONEERS at the Oakley High School Auditorium, on Sunday January 13 at 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 26, 7:30 p.m. ANN BIRNEY will perform the
show Ride into History about native Kansan Amelia Earhart at The
Gateway Center, Oberlin.
Sunday, January 27, 3:00 p.m. ANN BIRNEY will repeat the show
Ride into History at the Quinter High School Auditorium.
Monday, January 28, the show will be performed for school
students at Quinter.

Sunday, February 10, 3:00 p.m. the popular CIRQUE ZUMA ZUMA
will perform their amazing dance and acrobatic feats at the Oakley
High School Auditorium in Oakley. After an extended debut run inEurope and Australia, audiences and critics there agree –
Cirque Zuma Zuma is unlike
anything they have ever
seen before. Many describe
it as an African-style Cirque
du Soleil; such is the standard of the performers and
the quality of the show’s
live musical score.
Sunday, February 24, 3:00 p.m. CT (2:00 MT), PIPPA WHITE will
present “Voices from Ellis Island” as the first experience of life in
America for millions of immigrants. This presentation will be at the
Wallace County High School Auditorium in Sharon Springs.
Monday, February 25, school presentations will be in Sharon
Springs and St. Francis.
Sunday, March 10, 3:00 p.m., Oakley H. S. Auditorium, THE
PEACHERINE RAGTIME SOCIETY ORCHESTRA, recreates the syncopated stylings of a bygone era underscored
by classic silent film
features. PRSO’s concert programs highlight
the music of the late
1800s and early 1900s,
with selections by
composers such as IrContinued page 2

Season continued

ving Berlin, George Gershwin, W.C. Handy, Victor Herbert,
George M. Cohan, and of course, the King of Ragtime, Scott
Joplin. Marches, two steps, waltzes, one steps, theatre selections, classical parodies, popular songs, and of course, rags, are
just some of the many selections you’ll hear.
The CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES, return only this time it is a
new show with the men titled “Rise Up, O Men”. The ladies
are preparing for the town’s 1964 Centennial Celebration and
we get to see their comings and
goings from the eyes of the menfolk who have their own problems
to solve. Karin’s husband Elroy,
farmer Carl and Great War vet Arlo
are joined in brotherhood by series
staple Pastor E.L. Gunderson. Their
camaraderie unites them as they
deal with furnace salesmen, looming retirement, rival Protestant denominations, the Pastor’s
bad jokes, and Arlene’s even-worse cooking. They will shine at
the Oakley H. S. Auditorium, Monday March 18, 7:30 p.m.

SWITCHBACK will perform at the Oakley High School Auditorium, Sunday, April 7 at 3:00 p.m. Switchback is the awardwinning duo of Brian FitzGerald and Martin McCormack.
Switchback draws on traditional
Celtic music and original Americana
songs that reflect their Irish heritage
and Midwestern roots. Playing an
exciting mix of mandolin, guitar, and
bass, their harmonies have won
them comparisons to famous duos,
such as the Louvin Brothers, Everly Brothers, & Simon and Garfunkel.
Sunday, May 5, 3:00 p.m. CT (2:00 MT), Wallace County
H.S. Auditorium, Sharon Springs. PRIDE OF THE PRAIRIE ORCHESTRA Andrew Salvador will be conducting.
Friends of WPAA continued

his wife Roxie are longtime WPAA board members, with Eric
now approaching the 25-year mark as a board member.
"Probably more than high school and even college choir and
band groups that I sang or played trombone, my near lifetime
involvement in WPAA has most shaped my eclectic love for all
genres of American music, with only one exception, hip-hop,"
he said. "Of course four years of absorbing myself all the great
programs that came to Bethany College and the community of
Lindsborg placed my interest in the arts on the fast track."
Ever since Roxie joined the family 25 years ago, two
generations of Yonkeys have attended many of the programs
together. Roxie grew up near Hastings, Nebraska. Her
grandmother was church pianist and vocalist and her mother
was a church pianist and a church vocal soloist, so Roxie was
also encouraged by her family to be active in choir and to

attend quality live music programs that came to central
Nebraska. Roxie's primary creative outlet is
now photography--primarily creative landscapes. She is
active in northwest Kansas tourism and has numerous
pictures featured in publications. Eric and Roxie are also
long-time members of the Goodland Arts Council. When
in Denver, they enjoy the Denver Art Museum and
sometimes hearing live jazz.
Information submitted by Yonkey family

Rita Schwarz, Grinnell

Rita Schwarz began her over 20-year stint as a WPAA
Board Member when Nancy Sundgren recruited her. In
1976 Gove County showed up on the WPAA map with
Nancy and Rita from Grinnell, and Alma Golden from
Grainfield.
Now almost 95, Rita’s memory is a little fuzzy. She
does remember going to most of the bi-monthly board
meetings. She enjoyed being a part of this group and
the camaraderie of the members. Even after her
retirement from the board in 1997, she has gone to
most of the programs each year as much as she could.
When she retired, she made sure that Grinnell would be
represented, and recruited her daughter, Leona
Dickman, to take her place. Leona is a current board
member and a past president.
When asked, “Why do you support the arts?”, she
replied, “We don’t have opportunities to go to these
types of programs in our rural area, and I think we need
it as much as anyone does.” She also stated that
coming from a musical family makes her appreciate
talent in all the forms we see in WPAA programs.
Information submitted by Leona Dickman

Board member family honored
Marilyn and Roch Meier of Meier Farms in Rexford
were honored recently for becoming the first winner
of the 100 Bushel Club in the Kansas Soybean
Association contest. Their winning yield was 100.67
bushels per acre from an irrigated 9.1 acre field.
Marilyn is a board member representing Hoxie and a
past board secretary of Western Plains Arts
Association.
Source; Midwest MESSENGER Kansas

Advice from a

POLAR BEAR
Live large
Be thick-skinned
Sniff out opportunities
Learn some good icebreakers
Be fearless
Keep it cool

FROM THE PRESIDENT
We are now at the beginning of another new year and the
second half of our season’s programs.
Looking back on the first half of the 2018-2019 season, I
have been impressed with the new, young
performers who have come our way. It is
encouraging to hear these performers who
are not only excellent musicians, but who
project a positive message with their music:
music that touches peoples’ hearts and can
make our lives a little better. I am pleased
that WPAA has supported these young
artists.
There are eight programs left, as we enter 2019. More good
programs await us. I wish all of you a wonderful year ahead.
May it be another successful year for WPAA.

Sincerely, Wilma Mai
Western Plains Arts Assn. often gets many letters of
thanks and sometimes artwork from students in schools
where the Wichita Children’s Theatre group perform. For
example from Tri-Plains Chandra wrote; Thank you for
sponsoring the play ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. Tristen wrote;
My favorite was the wolf because he was silly when he
shook his foot. Trista wrote; I really enjoyed all the songs
they sang. The second grade class loved it and will be
studying Fairy Tales soon and this got them excited for it.
The Oakley Elementary Staff is looking forward to next
year’s program.

COMMUNITY CALENDARS
COLBY

Saturday, January 26, all day. NORTHWEST KANSAS
PIANO CLINIC & MULTI-KEYBOARD EVENT
Cultural Arts Center, Colby Community College
Multi-Keyboard Concert 4:00 p.m. open to the public
For more information, contact Pat Ziegelmeier at C.C.C.
PRAIRIE MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY, Exhibits
Current: ART-ifacts! “Still lifes” of Museum artifacts by
Colby High School Students.
Mid March/April: Wood cuts, Daniel Eric Scriven
Mid April-May: Michael Jilg & Leon Staab, Eufloria
June-mid July: Thomas County Student Art

GOODLAND Public Library

Experience the Humanities; Three events
February 21, Being Mortal: Medicine and What
Matters in the End, by Atul Gawande
March 14, Medicine Walk, by Richard Wagamese
April 11, Can’t We Talk About Something More
Pleasant? By Roz Chast
All three are from the TALK series Dearly Beloved
and take place at the library at 6:00 p.m. MT
For more information contact Laura McClung at 785899-5461 or go to www.humanitieskansas.org
Curtis Duncan continually promotes the Association
and its events on KLOE AM 730.. and KKCI FM
102.5..and is glad to do it. He can be reached at
Curtisamfm@hotmail.com

❖Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by
the seeds that you plant.
Robert Louis Stevenson (1860-1925)

BRING A STUDENT
In past seasons we have made available a coupon for
ticket holders to “bring a student” to a WPAA concert. We
are repeating that offer for the current season.
The
coupon below can be clipped and kept with your season
tickets.
Any group of 20 or more students will be admitted to a
WPAA program for only $5.00 per student. The group
should be accompanied by an adult sponsor.

STUDENT COUPON
This coupon entitles an adult member ticket
holder to bring up to three non-member K-12 students to any WPAA program during the 2018-19
season.

To redeem coupon fill in member name and student names. Present to ticket taker at WPAA concert.
Member: ___________________________
Students:
_______________________________
_______________________________

PIONEER MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Murder mystery “Death
Bemoans Her”, March 2 at 7:00 p.m.

_______________________________

PRIDE OF THE PRAIRIE ORCHESTRA Frahm Theatre, CCC

Clip this coupon and bring with your season ticket

February 24, 3:30 p.m. - Andrew Salvador conducting

WPAA BOARD MEMBERS
Cheyenne County
St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Marsha
Magley
Bird City, Beth Klepper
Decatur County
Jennings; Lynn Tacha
Gove County
Grainfield, *Denise Packard
Grinnell, *Leona Dickman
Quinter, Denise and Randy Wittman
Logan County
Oakley, Donna Albers, Betty Hockersmith,
Connie Singer, Shane Stephenson
Winona, Ruth Smith
Rawlins County
Atwood, Millie Fisher, Charles Peckham, Chelsea Schmitt
Sheridan County
Hoxie, Marilyn Meier
Sherman County
Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey
Thomas County
Brewster, Lisa Juenemann
Colby, Jan Barnum, Katina Brenn, Kenneth Gatlin, Kevin
Juenemann, K.C., Amie Kendrick, Sandy Wilks.
C C C, Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director
Rexford, Jolene Hansen

Wallace County
Sharon Springs, William and *Wilma Mai
Wallace, Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce
Weskan, Vernon and Mary Beth Akers
* denotes community contact person
WEBSITES OF INTEREST
www.humanitieskansas.org/ Humanities Kansas
www.maaa.org/ Mid America Arts Alliance
www.hppr.org High Plains Public Radio
www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Community College
http://goodlandarts.org/ Carnegie Arts Center

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by
Western Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.
We welcome your comments and suggestions. at
mailbox@maifarms.com
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Web address…….................http://www.wpaa.us
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