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NEW OFFICERS ELECTED  
 

The annual meeting of Western Plains Arts As-
sociation Board of Directors was held February 
6, 2010 at the Cultural Arts Center of Colby Com-
munity College.  Eric Yonkey was elected presi-
dent and Curtis Duncan president-elect.  Leona 
Dickman was elected secretary and David Leo-
pold continues as treasurer.  Yonkey succeeds 
Althea Lebow as the twenty first president of the 
association. 

Season continued on page 2 

WPAA NEWSLETTER 

by Eric Yonkey 
 

Western Plains Arts Association is now more than 40 years 
old. I thought our 40th Season, highlighted by an anniversary 
concert by Colby-native Sam Ramey and pianist Warren 
Jones, was among our best seasons ever.  Although your new 
president is just a "kid" to most of you at 43, I have been at-
tending concerts regularly since in the 1994-95 season, and as 
far back as 1975 when I began utilizing my very own student 
ticket. Every season from 1975-76 until her stroke in late win-
ter 1984 I regularly attended concerts throughout our north-
western Kansas membership region with my grandmother 
Aleene Curry of St.Francis. I was particularly inspired by the 
Vienna Choir Boys, classic guitarists and harpists, jazz groups 
and a live holiday performance of Charles Dicken's "A Christ-
mas Carol." My challenge to all members this 41st season is 
to share the treasure of the performing arts with your chil-
dren and grandchildren or even special children from your 
neighborhood or church. I really find it disheartening that as 
the years so quickly pass fewer students are attending our 
ourstanding programs. One or more student season tickets at 
only $15 is a steal!The time spent exposing a child to the per-
forming arts is priceless. I take pleasure watching the enjoy-
ment that the children of two Wallace County families, the 
Akers and the Pearces, have in attending WPAA programing 
and in performing to area audiences themselves. I'm certain 
the exposure to a variety of quality programing has inspired 
these students to become better performers. 

Now for all you "kid" adults out there from your '20s though 
'90s, please do a better job of utilizing your season tickets. 
Take time out of your busy schedules to immerse yourself in 
live performances.  Speaking of bargains, $40 for an adult sea-
son ticket would only buy you one or two concerts in most 
Denver venues, and you can bet you will be viewing from the 
"nosebleed" sections. But in WPAA territory you get more 
than 15 outstanding programs a year for only $40 bucks .  If 
you are fortunate enough to attend every concert, your cost 
per program is under $3. 

How does WPAA do it? First, we have an outstanding direc-
tor, Pat Ziegelmeier who works a countless number of hours 
securing public and private grants and working diligently with 
groups or their agents in making so many perfomances possi-
ble. Most arts organizations our size are lucky to get five or 
six programs in an entire season for a similar price.  Second, 
we have several business and individuals who buy sponsor-
ships or memberships  every year. Third, we have several vol-
unteer board member enthusiasts in each member commu-
nity who are passionate about bringing quality programing to 
northwest Kansas.  Board members serve as promoters, ticket 
table takers, CD salesmen, stagehands and even coordinate 
host-family housing and food for many of the largest groups. 

In an era of so many cutbacks, we hope everyone will appre-
ciate the great value of supporting Western Plains Arts Asso-
ciation with your sponsorship or membership. Please make 

FORTY FIRST SEASON BEGINS 
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TENTATIVE SEASON PROGRAM 
 

The 2010-11 WPAA season is set to begin Sunday, 
September 12 at the Goodland High School Audito-
rium at 2:00 p.m. MT (3:00 pm CT) with Bummer 
the Drummer and the Kansas City Street Band.  
¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ Ψƴ ǎƻǳƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƭ Ƴǳπ
sic, jazz and blues. 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢± ǎƘƻǿΣ ά5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎέΣ Rhythm and Passion will bring an 
event full of music, color and drama to the stage of  
the CCC Cultural Arts Center Monday, September 
20 at 7:30 pm. 
Dǳȅ [ƻƳōŀǊŘƻΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ with Al Pierson 

will perform a concert of music from the big band 
era, Sunday, October 3, 3:00 pm. at the Hoxie High 
School Auditorium. 

International touring artist Michael Fitzsimmons 
will present Drums of the World featuring rare in-
struments from Switzerland called hang drums as 
well as a variety of drums, flutes, pan pipes and 
kalimbas from other parts of the world at St. Fran-
cis H. S. Auditorium, Sunday October 17, 3:00 pm.  
A school program at St. Francis H. S. will be the 
next day.  
²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Three 

Billy Goats Gruff at the Hoxie, Winona, Sharon 
Springs, St. Francis and Quinter schools October 19 
& 20. 



On Sunday, October 31, 3:00 pm. The 
Golden Dragon Acrobats will perform 
amazing acrobatic feats at the Colby 
H.S. Auditorium. 

The Sunflower Trio will present clas-
sics to pop music selections that com-
bine piano, vocal & violin at the Gate-
way, Oberlin on Sunday, November 7, 
3:00 pm. 

Sunday, December 5, 3:00 pm., the 
Cultural Arts Center, CCC, Colby will be 
the site for the holiday season perform-
ance of The Starry Night Trio present-
ing Celestial Christmas. 

Harpist Greg Buchanan will appear at 
the Atwood H.S. Auditorium Tuesday 
January 25 at 7:30 pm. 
²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜπ

sent a Kansas Day show called Kansans 
Can at the Atwood, Colby, Brewster and 
Goodland Schools on January 27 & 28. 

Sunday, February 20, 7:30 pm. Actor 
Gary Neal Johnson will present the 
show, DƛǾŜ ΨŜƳ IŜƭƭΣ IŀǊǊȅ ¢ǊǳƳŀƴ at 
the Atwood H.S. Auditorium. 

The Brett Family Show from Branson 
with feel-ƎƻƻŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ олΩǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ǎƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
dance showcase will appear at the Oak-
ley H.S. Auditorium on Saturday, Febru-
ary 26, 7:30 pm. 

A large scale production of the musi-
cal, The Music Man by Windwood The-
atricals will be on stage at the Oakley 
H.S. Auditorium on Monday, March 7, 
7:30 pm. 

The Stanleytones blend bluegrass, old 
time, country, honky-tonk and gospel 
music into their own unique style of 
high energy bluegrass at the Sharon 
Springs, H.S. Auditorium, Sunday, 
March 20, 2:00 pm. MT (3:00 CT). 

The Alferd Packer Memorial String 
Band will do a variety of old time music 
at the Hoxie H.S. Auditorium on Sunday, 
April 3, 3:00 pm. 

Sunday, April 10, 3:00 pm. three male 
tenors, The International Tenors, will 
do a variety of selection from opera to 
musical theatre to pop at a place to be 
determined later. 

The first lady of country soul, Petrella, 
will do a new one-woman show called 
18 Reasons to Live, Laugh and Love at 
the Quinter H.S. Auditorium on Sunday, 
May 1, 3:00 pm. 

TBA     Military bands or ensembles 
All programs are subject to change 

and are listed for central time unless 
otherwise noted.  Check program book-
let after September 12 for updates. 

Season continued 

greater use of your tickets this season 
and please take students along with 
you to programs.  An investment in 
our youth's arts education is priceless -
- and unless you want future genera-
tions to know only hip-hop, rock and 
country music -- its critical. 
Eric Yonkey 
WPAA Board 
President 
Goodland, KS 

 
P.S. I'm a proud 

lover of classical, 
jazz and the 
blues....and yes I'll 
admit to loving 
most of the dec-
ade hits from the early '40s through 
the early '90s. 

41st continued 

 

NEWS NOTES 

Connie Grafel of Oberlin was 
named an honorary board 
member upon retiring after 
more than ten years on the 
board. 

Lois Davis of Hoxie was 
named an honorary board 
member upon retiring after 
more than ten years on the 
board. 

Other board members re-
signing for various reasons 
were Gay Dill, Atwood, Kathy 
Horton, Atwood, Carinda 
McConnell, Oakley, Jan Mo-
rony, Colby and Keith and 
Sharon DuBois, Quinter.  Gay 
Dill had been named an honor-
ary board member in 1994 and 
returned to the board in 2007.  
She was board president in 
1990-92. 

New board members are 
Julie Britton, Atwood, Evelyn 
Engle, Oakley and Sandy 
Wilks, Colby. 

 

FORT WALLACE MUSEUM  
 

The history of the Fort Wallace Museum 
dates back to 1865 when Camp Pond 
Creek, Fort Wallace was established 
about a mile and a half west southwest of 
the present day Wallace.  A year later sol-
diers were moved farther east along the  
Smoky Hill River where the fort was built 
to protect travelers heading west along 
the Smoky Hill Trail to the Denver gold 
fields.  The Fort was decommissioned in 
1883 and in later years all the buildings 
were dismantled and used for building 
materials by settlers. 

Camp Pond Creek became Pond Creek 
Stage Station, an eating station for the 
Butterfield Overland Despatch.  In 1868 it 
assumed the name of Pond City and was 
the first county seat of Wallace County. 
The original building built in 1865 was 
moved to Main street in Wallace as the 
original museum site and finally to the 

Pond Creek Station and barb wire 
buffalo statue 

Railroad Depot moved from 
Weskan 

Sunderland-Poe Building contains 
large exhibits, including, wagons, 
farm implements and barb wire 

sculptures. 

Museum continued page 3 



ATWOOD 

     Upcoming live at the Aberdeen  

July 29  Tia McGraff ,  Americana  

Starting July 18, 11:00 to 2:00; Granny Stone-
burner's Sunday Buffet    

August 14  The Honey Dewdrops , original vocal 
harmonies and tight instrumentation  

August 26  Buddy Mondlock , songwriter  

September 11  Glenn Roth , acoustic guitar  

September 19  Nick Charles , live music  

More information at   www.westks.com/
aberdeen  

COLBY 

PICKINõ ON THE PLAINS, at Thomas County Fair-
grounds, admission tickets; 800.611.8835.  
www.colbybluegrass.org  

Bluegrass and Folk Festival  

July 16, 17 & 18  

PICNIC IN THE PARK, Wednesday noontime at Fike 
Park. 

July 7 -- Lucas Baumfalk & Friends,  

July 14-- Sappa Strings (the Lauritsens),  

July 21 -- Lucas Baumfalk & Friends,  

July 28-- Larry & Taylor McLemore.   

GOODLAND  

Carnegie Arts Center, Monday -Friday 10 to 5, and 
 Saturday -Sunday 1 to 4,  785 -890-6442 

June 7 to July 22, Summer Arts Institute  

July 2-25,  Photography exhibit by  Jeff Wolski, .  
Gallery opening/entertainment Friday, July 2, 4 -6 
pm  

August 1 -31, Mixed Media exhibit by  Tranda Ihrig,     
Gallery opening/entertainment Sunday, August 1, 1 -
3 pm  

September 5 -30,  Flatlander Photo Contest  ex-
hibit.  Saturday, September 25, Annual Flatlander 
Talent Show, Reception/Announcement of 
Flatrlander Photo Contest winners.  

COMMUNITY CALENDARS  ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ мпр ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
is the oldest building in Western Kansas and is listed on 
the National and State Historical Registers.  A complete 
restoration was completed about two years ago. 

The Fort Wallace Museum site had a major addition due 
to the generous gift of artifacts collected by Floris and Vi-
ola Weiser and the art of Jerry Thomas.  The Weiser col-
lection consists of 30 years of finding and cataloging In-

dian Wars-era artifacts found on the Kansas prairie 
around Oakley and west.  Most are related to activity at 
Fort Wallace and were well documented as to location, 
landscape and date of the find. 

Space for the Weiser collection was made possible by 
the generosity of Joe Smith of Greeley County who of-
fered to foot the bill of the construction of the addition 
named in honor of Joseph E. and Emily Smith, who were 
early pioneers of Wallace County. 

The art of Jerry Thomas is hanging on the wall of the 
²ŜƛǎŜǊ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ά{ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ όŀōƻǾŜύ 
ŀƴŘ άDŜǘ Ψ9Ƴ .ƻȅǎέ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ  

The fully furnished 1891 Union Pacific Train Station was 
moved to the museum location from Weskan.  The largest 
building is the Sunderland-Poe building that houses  a 
wide variety of exhibits such as a replica of a Butterfield 
Overland Despatch Stage Coach and a restored Chuck-
wagon. 

Summer hours are: 
9 am - 5 pm Monday-Saturday 
1 - 5 pm Sunday, Mountain Time 
www.ftwallace.com   
http://custerlives.com/custervac34.htm 

Museum continued 

RECEPTION FOR SAM RAMEY 
The WPAA board hosted a reception following the 

April concert by Samuel Ramey.  Sam delighted guests 
with friendly chatter and conversation.  Among those 
attending were the Akers family of Weskan 

http://www.westks.com/aberdeen
http://www.westks.com/aberdeen


 

WPAA BOARD MEMBERS 
Cheyenne County  

St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Lee Nichols  

Decatur County  

Oberlin; *Kathy Brainard 

Jennings; Lynn Tacha 

Gove County  

Grainfield, *Alma Golden, Denise Packard 

Grinnell, *Leona Dickman 

Quinter,  Denise and Randy Wittman 

Logan County  

Oakley,  Evelyn Engle, Shane Stephenson, *Marguerite Walz 

Winona, *Jean Lowe,  

Rawlins County  

Atwood, Julie Britton, Millie Fisher, Carole Luedders, Charles 
 Peckham 

Sheridan County  

Hoxie, Ruth Currier, *Doreen Kennedy, David Leopold, CPA, 
 treasurer, 

Sherman County  

Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey 

Thomas County  

Brewster, *Vi Bowman 

Colby,  Joan Albers, Sharon Jumper, Terrel Harrison, Kevin Juene
 mann, Amie Kendrick, Rev. Carol Rahn, Kathy Sherlock, 
 Sandy Wilks.   

C C C,  Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director 

Rexford, Janell Antholz 
 

Wallace County  

Sharon Springs,  William and *Wilma Mai  

Wallace,  Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce  

Weskan,  Vernon and Mary Beth Akers  

 * denotes community contact person 

 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST 

http://arts.ks.gov/  Kansas Arts Com-
mission 

http://www.maaa.org/ Mid America 
Arts Alliance 

http://www.nea.gov/ National En-
dowment for the Arts 

http://www.hppr.org/ High Plains Public 
Radio 

http://www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Com-
munity College 

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by Western 
Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.  We welcome 
your comments and suggestions.  Send to WPAA Newsletter, 2160 
Field Rd, Sharon Springs, KS  67758 or wm6@maifarms.com  

Staff:  

Bill and Wilma Maiéééé....éééééé..éé.éEditors 

Bill Maiéééééééééé...éééé..ééé...Publisher 

Amie Kendrick......................................Media Correspondent  

Pat Ziegelmeierééééééé..é..éé.Executive Director 

Kevin Juenemannéééééééééééé.é.Webmaster 

Web addresséé.................http://www.wpaa.us   
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